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PRESS RELEASE
FORMA widening participation in the arts
FORMA 
Date: Friday 15th October 2021, 13:00 - 19:00
Location: One Marylebone, 1 Marylebone Road, London NW1 4AQ.
www.forma.show

“Art is one of the most important functions of the human… it is a privilege for anyone who chooses a career which relates to art. That will benefit your life and benefit society.”
	Ai WeiWei - from his message to FORMA students

The reduction in the number of hours spent teaching arts subjects, plus careers advice spending of less than £2 per student in UK state schools, has left many of the country’s poorest students lacking the skills, information or confidence to apply to art schools or plan a career in one of the fastest growing sectors of the UK economy. 
The art schools exhibiting at FORMA are deeply committed to addressing this inequality, and broadening the diversity of students on their courses. FORMA provides a new platform to reach students who might not previously have considered applying to their courses.
How will FORMA do this?
The event, free for students, provides them with vital information about scholarships, bursaries, mentorship & internship programmes, residencies and awards.
Many of the exhibiting colleges are highly competitive, with many more applicants than places. At FORMA students will learn how to improve their portfolios, giving them the best chance of success at interview. 
They will also discover the application support available from outreach programmes, summer schools and creative mentoring programmes.
The FORMA organisers and exhibitors are reaching out to schools, FE colleges, Saturday clubs and outreach programmes. 
Media coverage will help students who are not currently part of these programmes to attend the show and recognise that they can become part of the new generation of artists, fashion designers, creative directors, photographers, film makers, architects, graphic designers. 
The inaugural FORMA takes place on Friday 15 October, when a selection of the world’s leading art schools from the UK, France and the USA are gathering in London to meet sixth formers, foundation students and undergraduates.
About the organisers
Next Step Exhibitions Ltd organises the Independent Schools Show, which is held in London and 13 cities across the globe. Established in 2005, the show is the largest school open day in the world, bringing together over 240 leading independent and international schools from the UK, US and Europe,
Part of the Next Step Education group, the school shows are complemented by our sister organisations - Bonas MacFarlane, which provides educational support and advice to parents and students worldwide, and Next Step Foundation, our charitable arm, which provides university application support, mentoring and advice to UK students from widening participation backgrounds.
For further information please contact
Joanne MacAlesher
Media & Marketing FORMA
e. joanne@forma.show
m. 07801 854020

image1.png
forma




